THE FINISHED PRODUCT
submit to you in argument, and seem to have the
greatest deference for you; but, though they may
ask it, you never find them following your advice
upon their own affairs; nor allowing you to manage
your own, without thinking that you should follow
theirs. Thus, in fact, they all think themselves wiser
than you, whatever they may say."
"It wounds a man less to confess that he has failed
in any pursuit through idleness, neglect, the love of
pleasure, etc., etc., which are his own faults, than
through incapacity and unfitness, which are the
faults of his nature."
"Persons in general are sufficiently ready to set
themselves offby communicating their knowledge,
but they are not so willing to communicate their
ignorance. They are apt, both in writing and con-
versation, to stop when they come to the precise
difficulty of the subject, which they are unable to get
over, with such common phrases as 'it were easy to
push these considerations much further', or 'with
the rest you are perfectly well acquainted'."
"When a man is determined by his own inclina-.
tion either to act or not to act in a particular manner,
he invariably sets about devising an argument by
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